SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Audit Committee held on Monday 16th November 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 6.30 p.m.

PRESENT

Cllrs C Osborne (Chairman), M Pettitt, Mrs S Sutton and G White.  Also in attendance, Cllrs Bartlett and Smith (from 7.30 pm). 
1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllr Gale.

2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(A10/09)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Osborne declared an interest under Items 10 and 11, Scale of Charges 2010/11 and Draft annual estimates of expenditure as Chairman of Sandy Football Club for any items regarding that club.

Cllr Mrs Sutton declared an interest under Item 11, Draft annual estimates of expenditure as Deputy Mayor, in receipt of an allowance.
Cllr White declared an interest under Item 11, Draft annual estimates of expenditure as Mayor, in receipt of an allowance.

(b) Personal interests

Cllr Mrs Sutton declared an interest under Item 11, Draft annual estimates of expenditure as Chairman of Sandy Enhancement Group.
Cllr Pettitt declared an interest under Items 10 and 11, Scale of Charges 2010/11 and Draft annual estimates of expenditure as Vice President of Sandy Cricket Club and Vice President of Sandy Colts FC for any items regarding those clubs.
3. Minutes

(A11/09)

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Audit Committee held on Monday 8th June 2009, as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 22nd June 2009, were signed.

4. 2009/2010 Accounts statement to date
(A12/09)
The Income and Expenditure Statement to 30th September 2009 was received and considered. The Clerk answered several questions on the statement. It was suggested that the Premises Working group should look at the feasibility of providing a water tank or butts for the allotments.
Resolved: That the Income and Expenditure Statement to 30th September 2009 be noted.
5. To review the position of the contingency account to 30.9.09




(A13/09)

The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. This showed a balance remaining of £2,430.00 of the £4,750.00 contingency budget.

Resolved: That the present position of the Contingency Account be noted.
6. Section 137 payments/Power of Wellbeing


(A14/09)


The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Resolved to Recommend: That the following payments be approved for payment under the Town Council’s powers granted by the Power of Wellbeing.
Donation to Royal British Legion for Poppy wreath

 £50.00

Donation to Sandy Upper School for Audrey Boothby award
 £25.00

Grant to Mid Beds Link-a-ride




        £250.00

7. Annual accounts for 2009/2010 – current and projected positions on supplementary accounts

(A15/09)

The management reports on the supplementary accounts were considered. 

(a) Capital Account
It was suggested that longer term investments for some of the Capital monies should be investigated.

Resolved: That the current and projected positions on the Capital Account be received.


(b) Reserve (Interest from Capital) Account
Resolved: That the current and projected positions on the Reserve (Interest from Capital) Account be received.  
8. Internal Auditor  


(A16/09)

The Clerk’s  report, which had been previously circulated,  was received and considered. 

Resolved to Recommend: That the interim Internal Audit Report for 2009/10 be approved by Town Council.
9. Lists of proposed special items of expenditure for 2010/2011
(A17/09) 
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.

Resolved: (a) That the following items be recommended for inclusion in the draft estimates:
Revenue account
Council Offices

Either monthly rental at £250 per month or the machine could be purchased (cost being pursued).

Network Server rental





  
  £3,000.00

If purchase to come from Capital.


Stratford Road
¾” water hose to fill bowser





    £300.00

Churchyard

Tree work








   £3,000.00

Gate Pier repair







   £1,500.00

Car Park

Hard surface to market container




   £700.00

Re-marking








   £600.00

A cost is awaited for removing the concrete kerbs in the car park.


Sandy Enhancement Group

Hanging basket and bracket





   £75.00

Interest on Capital Account

Benches
3 x Replacement benches





   £1,350.00

Bedford Road Recreation Ground

3 x self-closing gates






  £2,600.00

Capital Account

Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Jenkins Pavilion Heating Controller




   £2,050.00









    

Stratford Road
Mobile scaffolding tower





    £1200.00

SEG

Planter outside library






   £1,000.00


Cricket Club

Contribution to new roller




   
    £3,000.00

(b) That the following item is not pursued:

Cricket Club

Racking







  
     £1,500.00

(c) That the cost of additional lighting in the corner of the car park be investigated.

10. Scale of Charges 2010/2011

(A18/09)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered. 
Resolved to Recommend: That except where prescribed otherwise the charges for Council services should rise by 1.4% in 2010/2011  (Copy of amended draft Scale of Charges attached).
11. Draft annual estimates of expenditure for 2010/2011 (A19/09)

The Clerk’s report and the draft estimates, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.

A number of small adjustments were made and it was noted that staff increments would be dealt with at the next meeting of Staffing Committee.
Resolved: That the proposed annual estimates of expenditure for 2010/2011 incorporating the amendments above (Copy attached)  be approved for submission to Full Council at the Estimates Meeting due to be held on Monday 25th January 2010. 
12. Review of Internal Audit Procedures   (A20/09)

The Clerk’s Report, which was previously circulated, was received and considered.

Resolved: That the Chairman of Audit Committee and Cllr Pettitt, together with the Clerk be requested to review the Town Council’s Audit procedures and Audit Plan before 31st March 2010.
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